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IMMORALITY 


| Engliſh Pulpit, 


| Juſtly Subjected to the Notice of the 
ENGLISH STAGE, 


AS 
The Immorality .of the-S.T a G e is 


to that of the Pureirir. 


ha LETTER to My. Collier. 


Occaſton'd by the Third Chapter of his Book, 
Entitl'd, 4 Short View of the Immorality of the 
Engliſh Stage, ec. 
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A Word to Mr. Collier, by way of 


EeisTLE, Concerning his Short 
(lighted ) View of the Immoralities 
of the Engliſh Stage, &c, 


S IR, 


T H AT the Licentiouſneſs of the Stage 
ſhould ask the CorreFtion of your Pen, is 
4 fad and manifold Confeſſion of the Des 
generacy of the Times , and withal ſhews the preſs 
fingneſs of the Occaſion. What elſe could provoke 
a man to write againſt himſelf * For tis to your 
dear Times that we owe the vileneſs of the Theatre ; 
Thoſe very Looſe Times, to the Proteftor whereof 
you are ſo conſtant a Devotee ; ſo that in the Cauſe 
depending you are both Plaintiff and Defendan:. 
And though you may chance to win the Saddle, yet 
you can't but loſe the Horſe and go within a 
hair*s-breadth of making an Aſs of your ſelf. 
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H AT a Parſon ( Caſhier'd for Miſ- 
behaviour) ſhould devote his Idleneſs 
to the Reading of Plays is no ſtrange Mat- - 
ter ; but that ſuch an one ſhould ſnarl over 
his beloved Diet, is remarkably Curriſh ; 
however not at all beſide his CharaQer. But 
though he lets us underſtand he has till the 
ſame Faculties about him ; yet he wiſely in- 
forms us at the ſame time that he has alter'd 
his Obje&, and left off his fruitleſs Barking ac 
the Moon above him, for the ſake of a Gmnthia, 
that may be brought under. And indeed he has 
wreſtled notably with the bright Dame of 
the Stage 3 whom that he might enjoy more 
ſafely, he endeavours to ſtrip naked of Ap- 
plaule, and ſo preſerve her from being Clapt 
by any one but himſelf. A notable piece of 
Chriſtianity , and becoming the Piety and 
Policy of the Party ! But the Stage is Core 
rupted , ill Fumours are Predominant, and ſome» 
thing muſt be Adminiſtred to curb theſe Pxceſſes. 
Very good ; but muſt a Parſon needs ſtep 
out of the huge Throng of Quacks, clap 


on the Spectacles, and apply the Gliſter- 
pipe, purely to diſcover his Knowledge in 
Fundamentals ? No, no, there is ſomething more 
in it than all this comes to, or elſe the Stage 
might e'en have periſh'd or proſper'd under 
its Immodeſtly , Prophaneneſs , Immorality , &c, 


for 
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for him: And a Thouſand Sebaſtians , 
Kings Arthurs, Donquixots, and Relapſes might 
have- Club'd their Impudence to Hoot Virtue 
out of the World, had they but deported 
themſelves as they ſhould have done to a man 
in his Garb ; then. ſhould they never have 
been confronted with, and brought to receive 
Sentence from the Ancient Pagans , the State, 
or the Church. Nor had all thoſe Hydra Heads 
mention'd in his Contents ever been diſcoverd or 
brought to the CorreCtion of his Chopping-knife. 
Burt they are rightly ſerved, they muſt be 
peeping, forſooth, into the Pleats of the Gown, 
and preſume to look Vermin upon Sacred 
Cloth ; ay, and to ſearch for Petticoats under 
the Caſſock. Now, wou'd 'any Parſon as 
live, think ye, have patience to endare this 
Operation, and not rather have a Louſe graze 
all its life upon his Gleab, than to undergo 
the pinch of having it knack'd, which cauſes 
more pains than a Twelvemonth's biting ? 
But you'll ſay it is fooliſh on both ſides ro 
quarrel about a Match of Louſe- hunting, eſpe- 
cially conſidering how fatal the Conſequen- 
ces may be to both ; for Mr, Ray has an old 
Proverb (but of daily uſe) that when ſome ſort 
of folks fall out, a better ſort may chance to hear 
of their own again. So that, in my opinion, 
they had better a draw d back their ſtakes = 
ore 
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fore it had come to this ; for to have the Ar- 
tillery*of the Church drawn out in Order of 
Battle, charged with Anathema's and Excom- 
munications; ramm'd down with the Papers 
of Ancient Writers, and Modern Rehear- 
ſers; primed with combuſtible Ambition, and 
then fired with red-hot Paſſion, muſt needs 
make a confounded Clatter againſt the Deal- 
boards of a Stage, and give the Alarm to the 
Honeſt World to ſhift for it ſelf, and then thoſe 
two topping Vocations would be worle than 
Sik-weaving. 

"Tis to be confeſs'd, the Stage is grown as 
Corrupt and Immoral, as the Pulpic can be 
for the Life on't; and I ſee no reaſon why 
Mr. Collier may not, if he pleaſes, return them 
a Rowland for their Oliver ; I frankly agree, 
that moſt of his Charge againſt them is juſt, 
undeniable, and well ſeconded with Proofs. 
But I muſt beg his pardon, if it be an Aﬀeont 
co tell him, that his Hat hung in his Lighe 
when he wrote that Chapter, wherein he accu- 
ſes the Stage as 'guilty of abuſing the Clergy. 
For he has not been ſo kind as to ſhew one 
Inſtance wherein they are abuled, but on the 
contrary, has cited ſeveral Hiſtorical Paſſages, 
Tranſlated by the Poets indeed into Verſe, 
but taken Originally from the Works of his 
own Party, as may too eaſily be made ap- 
pear ; 
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pear ;. nay, I durſt engage my ſelf to accom» 
modate every accuſed Paſſage wich a warran- 
table Text. Now, certainly if the Stage has 
any buſineſs in the World, it is to ridicule Vice 
with all che Powers of Wit, to expoſe the chief 
Patrons of it; to lay open the Hypocrite to 
the common View of the World, and to dawb 
his outfide of the ſame Colour as within. Ir 
is the Office of the Stage to detedt the Roguery, 
as well as the Folly of a Knave; and if (uch a 
one creeps into the Pulpit, 'tis their Concern 
to cry Ware ſhins to the gaping Auditory, leſt 
whilſt he is drawing their Eyes towards the 
Pulpit-Roof, he ſhould let them unawares 
through a Trap-door into Hell. - A wicked 
Parſon is the moſt potent Villain upon Earth; 
he not only abuſes a Man, but a World, and 
endeayours to put the Cheat upon God him- 
ſelf. Whilſt he chews the Goſpel in his Mouth, 
he infects it, and makesa deadly Poylon of the 
Bread of Life, which he ſpits out upon the Con- 
gregation, becauſe it agrees not with his own 
Palate. And yet Roguery of this fatal kind is 
not extenſive nor general enough, in Mr. Collier's 
opinion, to be taken notice of by the Stage. 
But I wou'd fain know what in Univerſal 
Rogue is, if this ben't his Charaer ? A Lay- 
Raſcal has no ſuch Capacity, he contenrs him- 


ſelf with ſome peculiar in the Praftick, as the 
Cutting 
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Cutting a Purſe, the Tricking a Client, the 
Killing a Patient, or, to go one degree further, 
che Buying at a great Rate a Copy of ſome 
Maſter in the Faculty, whereby the Author is 
encouraged to prolecute his Studies, and the 
Bookſeller obliged for Intereſt ſake to make 
him as many Proſelytes as he can. This is 
indeed the perfeQtion of Mechanick Roguery, 
and Knave and Fool well mixt. Bur, alas' 
theſe know nothing of the Theory, are not 
acquainted with the Sublimities of Vice, have 
not that advantageous View of the whole Sy- 
ſtem, as thoſe from the Pulpit have. And is 
the Stage blameable for making ic their Buſineſs 
(upon all occaſions) to unriddle the Myſtery of 
Iniquity , and to Counter-plot them ? Or is 
it more Criminal in the Stage to AF that in a 
Play which they do in Earneſt * Or why ſhould 
not that Parſon-make up a CharaRter in a Co- 
medy, and be perſonated by a Player, who 
perſonates 2 Player in the Pulpit, and inter- 
| lopes upon the: Stage, by turning the Church 
into a Play-houſe? Certainly it is but juſt Reta- 
liation ; and thar Parſon (tho' it were Mr. Col- 
lier) who appropriates the Laſhes of the Stage 
to himſelf, or is offended at the Stage in this 
particular, is either an Abetter or a Partaker 
of the Vices of the Clergy, and ſo moſt jult- 
ly ſubjeged to the Notice of the Engliſh $ cage. 
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